
Song Analysis Conference Guidelines 

Due: March 2-4th  

 
In this assignment, you will choose a song whose lyrics mean something to you.  You will then sit down 

in a conference with me to give a detailed analysis of your chosen song. 

The topics you must discuss during the conference are as follows: 

1. What is the song about? 

a. Summarize in a couple sentences what the song is about, in general. 

b. Then, explain the song stanza by stanza and quote lines from the song to support your 

ideas about the song’s meaning.  (Use vocabulary that we have been using in class: tone, 

speaker, speaker’s attitude,  shifts, stanza, imagery, etc) 

2. What is the theme of the song? 

a. Explain why you think the writer wrote this song.  What message is he/she trying to send 

to people who listen to this song? Quote lines from the song as evidence for your opinion. 

3. Why is this song meaningful to you/What are your thoughts about the song? 

a. What made you choose this song?  What makes you relate to this song? 

b. Quote lines which really resonate with you, or strike you in some way. 

c. Reactions? Comments? 

4. Comment on the structure. 

a. Is repetition used? Rhyme? Are there changes in the tempo at any points? Is it structured 

to tell a story/build a picture? 

b. What effect does the structure have on the song? 

5. Identify poetic devices used 

a. Symbolism, similes, metaphors, imagery, alliteration, etc. 

b. What effect do they have on the song? 
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Synopsis 

Analysis includes 

a detailed 

synopsis of the 
song. 

Analysis includes 

a complete 

synopsis of the 
song. 

Analysis includes 

a brief or partial 

synopsis of the 
song. 

Analysis includes 

an incomplete or 

inaccurate 
synopsis of the 

song. 

Analysis may not 

include a synopsis 

of the song. 

No synopsis of the 

song is included. 

Song’s 
Theme 

The analysis 

shows a deep 
understanding of 

the song’s theme. 

The analysis 

shows a good 
understanding of 

the song’s theme. 

The analysis 

shows some 
understanding of 

the song’s theme. 

The analysis 

shows an 
incomplete or 

sometimes 

inaccurate 
understanding of 

the song’s theme. 

The analysis 

shows little or an 
inaccurate 

understanding of 

the song’s theme. 

The analysis 

shows no 
understanding of 

the song’s theme. 

Poetic 

Devices and 
Structure 

The analysis 
shows a deep 

understanding of 

the effect of 
poetic devices and 

structure on the 

song’s meaning. 

The analysis 
shows a good 

understanding of 

the effect of 
poetic devices and 

structure on the 

song’s meaning. 

The analysis 
shows some 

understanding of 

the effect of 
poetic devices and 

structure on the 

song’s meaning. 

The analysis 
shows an 

incomplete or 

sometimes 
inaccurate 

understanding of 

the effect of 
poetic devices and 

structure on the 

song’s meaning. 

The analysis 
shows little or an 

inaccurate 

understanding of 
the effect of 

poetic devices and 

structure on the 
song’s meaning. 

The analysis 
shows no 

understanding of 

the effect of 
poetic devices and 

structure on the 

song’s meaning. 

Personal 
Interaction 

The student 
demonstrates a 

high degree of 
personal 

interaction with 

the song. 

The student 
demonstrates a 

good degree of 
personal 

interaction with 

the song. 

The student 
demonstrates 

some degree of 
personal 

interaction with 

the song. 

The student 
demonstrates 

limited personal 
interaction with 

the song. 

The student 
demonstrates little 

personal 
interaction with 

the song. 

The student does 
not interact 

personally with 
the song. 

Textual 

Support 

Highly 
appropriate 

examples from the 

song are quoted to 
support the 

analysis. 

Examples from 
the song are 

quoted to support 

the analysis. 

Examples from 
the song are 

quoted without a 

clear connection 
to the focus of the 

analysis. 

Examples from 
the song are cited 

infrequently or 

inaccurately. 

Examples from 
the song are not 

cited. 

Examples from 
the song are not 

cited. 

 


