
WAR WITH AUSTRIA  

• Some European leaders began to fear that 

revolution would spread to their countries. 

 

• Rulers of Austria and Prussia threatened to use force 

to restore Louis XVI to full power. 

 

• Legislative Assembly declared war on Austria spring 

of 1792. 

 

• The French did badly. 

 



RISE OF THE PARIS COMMUNE 

• Spring 1792 – angry citizens protested food shortages and 
losses in war. 

 

• August 1792 – Paris radicals declared themselves a commune 
(a popular run city council), and organized a mob attack on 
the royal palace and Legislative Assembly. 

 

• Members of the new Paris Commune: 
• Took the king captive 
• Abolished the monarchy 

• Formed the “National Convention” –(new government) 
• Wanted all men to be able to vote 
• Called themselves the „sans-culottes‟ (without breeches) 

 

  

 
 



FATE OF THE KING 

• The Verdict:  

• All of the Deputies believed he was guilty 

• 321 said his punishment should be prison or exile 

• 374 said the punishment should be death 

 

• The Execution – January 21st, 1793 

• Preparations: 

• Troops, mounted guards, foot soldiers 

• Louis has final meeting with family and attends mass 

• At around 10 o‟clock, Louis arrived at the guillotine 

• At 10:22, he was dead 

 

 



THE REIGN OF TERROR 

• Between 1793 and 1794, the Committee of Public 

Safety, led by Maximilien Robespierre took control of 

the government. 

• To defend France from threats from within France, the 

Committee adopted policies that became known as the 
Reign of Terror. 

• Almost 40,000 people were killed, including Marie Antoinette 

• Conformity was expected.  

• Nationalism was „encouraged‟. 

 



END OF THE TERROR 

• By summer 1794, the French had mostly defeated 

their foreign enemies. 

• Less need for the Reign of Terror 

• Robespierre wanted to continue until there was no 

more corruption 

• Deputies of the National Convention feared 

Robespierre and gathered votes to condemn him 

• Robespierre was guillotined on July 28th, 1794 

• Reign of terror ended 

 


