
CONTENT 

Write Traits 



Content is all about ideas. 

 

• Brainstorm: What would you look for if you were to 

evaluate someone‟s ideas in a piece of writing? 

Content 



Content “Essentials” 

• Narrow the topic to something specific 

• Make the main idea stand out 

• Stay focused on the topic 

• Use fresh and original ideas 

• Use supporting details 
• Elaborate 

• Personal Experience 

• Research 

• Real-world examples 

 



Write Trait Writing Model : CONTENT 

CATEGORY Strong Achievement Appropriate Achievement Experiencing Difficulty 

Content – Topic       A specific topic is 

defined. The main 

idea captures the 

purpose and 

audience. 

      A specific topic is 

defined. The main idea 

that supports the 

purpose and audience. 

      A specific topic is 

not properly 

defined and/or the 

main idea is 

disconnected from 

the purpose and 

audience. 

Content – Focus       Focus remains on the 

main idea, while 

developing original, 

compelling, and/or 

thoughtful 

accompanying ideas. 

      Ideas relevant to the 

topic and main idea 

are developed. 

      Supporting ideas 

are not focused 

on the main idea 

or are irrelevant to 

the topic. 

Content -              

Related 

Details 

      Relevant, supportive 

reasoning is evident 

throughout the writing. 

      The main idea is 

elaborated upon with 

relevant details and 

minimal distraction. 

      Details are 

irrelevant and 

distract from the 

main idea. 



CONTENT 

Evaluate Sample Papers 



To Sleep, or not to Sleep… 

 We‟ve all been there. You spent all weekend playing video games and 

watching movies with your friends, and now it is Sunday night and you have an 

English assignment that is due tomorrow morning.  Students all over the world 

are all too familiar with the dreaded “all-nighter,” but are they familiar with the 

potential risks of not getting enough of those Z‟s?  It may surprise you to learn 

that chronic sleep deprivation significantly affects your mood, health, and safety.

  Has someone ever told you that you woke up on the wrong side of the 

bed?  Maybe it‟s actually because you never actually went to bed at all!  A lack 

of sleep can wreak havoc on one‟s emotions.  In fact, it has been proven to be 

one of the causes of depression.  Why do you think “sleep on it” is a popular 

tidbit of advice for someone struggling with a decision?  Getting some shut-eye  



might just bring you the clarity and perspective you need to make that big 

problem shrink down to a manageable size. 

 Mood is not the only thing affected by a lack of sleep; your health is 

also at risk.  Sleep is needed to bolster your immune system and give your 

body time to recuperate.  It‟s no coincidence that “sleep” is one of the most 

important remedies for the common cold. The long term clinical consequences 

of sleep deprivation are many: High blood pressure, heart attack, obesity, ADD, 

and the list goes on. 

 Your safety is also at great risk if you are sleep-deprived.  Sleep-

deprivation leads to significant reductions in alertness.  Reducing your 

nighttime by as little as 1.5 hours for just one night could result in a reduction of 

daytime alertness by as much as 32%, leading to an increased risk of 

automobile accidents, or workplace injury. 

  Sleep deprivation is not something you should dismiss with a bored 



yawn.  It can have both immediate and lasting effects on your mood, health and 

safety.  Luckily, many of these negative effects can be avoided, and increased 

awareness is the first step.  So the next time you are given an assignment to do 

over the weekend, avoid the damaging all-nighter.  Plan ahead and get „er 

done- and then get some much needed beauty rest.  You deserve it! 



[insert sleep] 



 



Evaluate 

  

 With a partner, share your evaluation of the two papers.   

 

 Try to come to an agreement about the level of each 

piece (Strong, Appropriate, Experiencing Difficulties), and 

be prepared to explain why you think so to the class. 

 

 



SUMMARY 

 Content is all about the expression of ideas 
between the writer and the reader (audience).   

 

 The writer has something to express, and must 
make it as accurate and clear as possible in order 
for the reader to fully understand and appreciate 
it. 

 

As you write, keep in mind that you have a reader, 
and how best to show that reader your main 
ideas. 



Essay: Content Brainstorming 

Your assigned essay topic is “The Consequences of Media 

Misuse”. 

 

Brainstorm (in any way that works best for you) some 

possible ideas that you might include in your essay, as well 

as supporting details. 



Consequences 
of Media 
Misuse 

Example Brainstorming Method 


